Inflammatory abdominal aortic aneurysm.
The inflammatory abdominal aortic aneurysm has received little attention in the literature. To date only four reports have addressed the subject specifically. Controversy remains as to whether this is a variant of the usual atherosclerotic aneurysm or a separate entity. The operative reports of 24 patients with inflammatory abdominal aortic aneurysms are reviewed; 21 were intact and 3 ruptured. Intact aneurysms ranged in diameter from 5 to 12 cm and the ruptured ones from 5 to 10 cm. Nine patients with intact aneurysms had symptoms of abdominal or back pain. Of 13 patients who underwent excretory pyelography before operation, only 3 had evidence of obstruction. Nine patients had tube grafts placed, 10 had aortoiliac grafts and 5 aortofemoral grafts. There was one intraoperative duodenal injury and in another patient it was necessary to divide the left renal vein for proximal exposure. No attempt was made to expose the ureters at operation. All patients were discharged from hospital. The authors believe that the inflammatory aneurysm is a variant of the abdominal aortic arteriosclerotic aneurysm. Intraoperative complications can be avoided by the recognition of the pathological features.